














Francis and Rebecca Lee did not have
children and Menokin reverted to the
ownership of the Tayloes of Mount Airy,
and was the home of John Tayloe Lomax,
the first professor of law at the University
of Virginia. In 1823, Menokin was sold to
Benjamin Boughton, who then sold the
property to Richard Harwood in 1836.
Harwood lived in the house with his
family and farmed the land until his death
in 1872, after which the property passed
to the Belfield family and then to the
Omohundro family.

A RESCUE

During the 1960s through the early 1990s,
Menokin lay vacant and went into serious
decline. The house never burned, but
slowly collapsed over three decades. Today
the northeast quadrant of the house still
stands and approximately 80 percent of
Menokin’s original materials have survived,
including the interior woodwork. In 1940,
while the house and one outbuilding

were still standing, the Historic American
Buildings Survey produced detailed
photography and comprehensive measured
drawings of the property. In 1964,

the original pen and ink presentation
drawings for Menokin were discovered
among some Tayloe family papers at
Mount Airy. Four years later, as the house
was in serious trouble of collapsing, the
interior woodwork was removed by the
Omohundro family and put into storage.
The surprisingly intact woodwork is
back at Menokin and can be viewed at
the Foundation’s King Conservation and
Visitors Center.

What could be done with a property
like Menokin? With the foresight of several
individuals led by Martin Kirwan King, the
Menokin Foundation was created, and on
July 4, 1995, T. Edgar Omohundro gave the
entire 500-acre property to the Menokin
Foundation. The property includes the
collapsed house, over 300 acres of old
growth forest, 50 acres of agricultural fields,
a shoreline along one of Virginia’s most
pristine tributaries, and the remnants of 18th
century terraced gardens. The Foundation’s
vision is to use the house and grounds as
a focus for better understanding the fields
of architecture, archaeology, conservation,
history and ecology. The organization
teaches professionals and inspires citizens to
become responsible stewards of the world’s

historic places through continuing education
classes for preservation professionals and
local educators.

In 2005, the Menokin Foundation
conveyed a conservation easement to the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on 325 acres
of its 500-acre property. The property is
managed as part of the Rappahannock
River Valley National Wildlife Refuge to
protect the outstanding fish and wildlife
habitat that exists in and along the river.

Editor Erin Parkhurst contributed to this article.
VISITING MENOKIN

Menokin is located at 4037 Menokin

Road (Rt. 690), four miles north of the
intersection of Menokin Road and Main
Street in Warsaw, Virginia. Hours of
operation October through March: Mon-
Fri, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm; weekends open
by appointment. Hours of operation April
through September: Mon-Fri, 9:00 am to
4:00 pm; Saturdays, 10 am to 2:00 pm; and
Sunday open by appointment.

For more information, Visit www.menokin.org,
e-mail: menokin@menokin.org; or call 804-
333-1776. Follow Menokin on Facebook and
Twitter (twitter.com/visitmenokin). E
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