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Transportation in the Colonies Lesson Plan 
 
SOL US1.5bc: Life in the Colonies 
SOL US1.6ab 
 
Lesson Question: As we examine the journey to Philadelphia that Francis Lightfoot Lee took in order to serve in the Continental 
Congress, how can we compare and contrast life in the Southern and Middle Colonies? 
 
 

I. Introduction: View Video Module I (General History of Menokin and Francis Lightfoot Lee) on the Menokin web site at 
www.menokin.org/video.htm.  Approximately 3 minutes. 

 
II.  On a current road map, show the class the proximity of Virginia to Pennsylvania (p. 6, Attachment A) 
A. Using the graphic organizer (p. 7, Attachment B), brainstorm a list of ways you could travel from Virginia to Philadelphia in 

modern times. 
B. Also using the graphic organizer, identify methods of transportation that would have been available in the 18th century 
C. Show students pictures of various 18th c. modes of transportation (p. 8, Attachment C) 
1. ferries,  
2. stage coach 
3. boat 
4. on foot 
5. wagon 
6. horseback 

 
III.  Read and Discuss: The Francis Lightfoot Lee Introduction (pp. 9-12, Attachment D).  
 
IV. Discussion: 
A. Why was Lee going to Philadelphia? 
B. Who went with him? 
C. How long do you think the trip would take if you traveled today? How long do you think Lee’s journey took?  
D. Why would the trip take so long? 
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V. Map Activities: Use Lee’s possible route from Menokin to Philadelphia by examining a copy of an 18th c. map of Virginia 

and the Middle Colonies (p. 13, Attachment E).  
 
A. Using the outlined map of the 13 colonies (p. 14, Attachment F), label the following colonies: Georgia, South Carolina, North 

Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Connecticut, New York, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
Rhode Island.   

B. Shade in the colonies that corresponded with Francis Lee’s journey. 
C. Label the following bodies of water:  

Potomac River, Rappahannock River, York River, James River Chesapeake Bay, Atlantic Ocean 
D. Label the following colonial capitals:  

Savannah, Charleston, New Bern, Williamsburg, Annapolis, Philadelphia, Trenton, New York City, New Haven, Providence, 
Boston, Portsmouth 

 
 

Map Worksheet 
 
1. On their way to Philadelphia, Francis and Rebecca Lee traveled through four colonies. Indicate below which would have been 

Southern colonies and which would have been Middle colonies?  
 

Southern colonies 
 
____________________________, _________________________________,  
Middle colonies 
 
____________________________, ________________________________ 
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2. The Lees had to cross several bodies of water on their journey. How do you think this was accomplished? 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. What colonies could Lee have visited if he crossed the Delaware River while in Philadelphia? 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
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5.  Please show the similarities and differences between Southern and Middle colonies in the Venn diagram below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Southern 
Colonies 

Similarities 

Middle 
Colonies 
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Homework – extension activity.  Interview grandparent or parent… 
Pretend you are Francis or Rebecca writing from Philadelphia to back home to a relative 
at Menokin or Mt. Airy. Describe what you’ve seen and how is life different in a large 
city in a middle colony vs. your daily life on a rural southern plantation. Some examples 
of areas you might want to write about are social customs, religion, agriculture, artisans, 
fashion, cuisine, servants, and where political meetings would have taken place? What 
goods or services might you have access to that you would not have had in VA? 
 
Or draw and label a picture that compares the social, economic, and political life between 
a middle colony and a southern colony – (visual option)  
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Attachment A 
2008 Road Map: Virginia to Pennsylvania
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Graphic Organizer on Transportation� (Attachment B)�

�
 

Modern Day 
Methods of 
Transportation 

18th c. Methods 
of 
Transportation 
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18th Century Transportation Methods (Attachment C) 
 
��

� �

�
�
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�
TIME LINE 
�
1765 – Stamp Act passed; riots occur in Boston and other cities. 
�
1766 – Stamp Act repealed; great celebrations. 
1767 – Townshend Acts passed which levied taxes on British imports in America such 
as paper, glass, lead, paints and tea, the most popular beverage in the colonies. Non-
importation boycott begins.  
�
1770 – Parliament repeals all taxes except one, a three-penny-per-pound tax on tea. 
March 5, the Boston Massacre 
 
1773 – Boston Tea Party 
 
1774 – “Intolerable Acts”  passed to punish Boston for the destroyed tea, close the 
town’s port and abolish all elected, popular government. 
Patriots organize the Minute Men. 
September, First Continental Congress meets in Philadelphia. 
 
1775 - April 19, Lexington and Concord. British troops march to Concord 
to seize “rebel” supplies. Alarmed by Paul Revere and William Dawes, the 
Minute Men stand on Lexington Green. At daybreak the first shots of the war are fired. 
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 - June 17, Battle of Bunker Hill. Americans fortify Charlestown, overlooking Boston 
from the north. British troops suffer over 1,000 casualties as they take the Americans’ 
fort. 
 - July 2, General George Washington arrives at Cambridge to take command of the 
Continental Army. 
1781 – Battle of Yorktown; final surrender of the British Army. 
 
1783 – Peace treaty is signed between U.S. and Great Britain. 
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Attachment E: 1755 Reproduction of 1752 Original by Johua Fry and Peter Jefferson, courtesy of the Library of Congress. 

 

Menokin, Richmond 
County, Virginia 
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Attachment F: 13 Original Colonies 

 

 

Map located at: http://library.thinkquest.org/10966/map.shtml?tqskip1=1 

 

 


