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Visual Arts SOL 5.17 – 5.31 
History SOL VS.I and US I.1 
 
Lesson Question: How do the historic buildings and objects found at Menokin tell the 
story of the people that live there? 
 
Approx. 45 min.  

I. Background and Historical Context (p. 2, Attachment A) 
View Video Modules I, II, and III at www.menokin.org/video.htm (Approx. 9 
minutes) 

 
II.  Historic Buildings and Objects Used in the Lesson Plan (p. 5, Attachment B) 
 
III.  Activity: How to Read a Historic Building or Object 
A. Tell the class they will be using an object or building found at Menokin as a 

source of learning and information.  Explain that they will learn to look very 
closely at an object to deduce historical, cultural and social information and to 
draw inferences about people, events and life then and now.  Ask questions that 
draw on observational skills and powers of deduction, inference and creativity. 

 
B. Pose the Lesson Question (How do the historic buildings and objects found at 

Menokin tell the story of the people that live there?) that will guide students in 
learning.  Post the question on a large banner or on the blackboard at the front of 
the room. 

 
C. Divide class into small groups; each group analyzes a different object, shown in 

the photos in Attachment B.   (Teachers can also use other objects, similar to the 
ones in the photos, for the students to handle and analyze)   

 
D. Have groups write up their responses on the How to Read an Historic House or 

Object chart (Attachment C) and compare their responses. 
 

E. Record their preliminary answers to the Lesson Question. Then ask students what 
additional questions they want to pursue.   

 
IV. Homework:  Each student brings his or her chart home and develops a 

contextual narrative that relates the objects to the lesson question. 
 

V. Enrichment Activity: Visit Menokin to see the objects from the photos in 
person and others in the collection; a tour of the plantation site and ruin. 
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Attachment A 
 
Before the Menokin plantation was ever developed, this area 
along Cat Point Creek was home to the Rappahannock Indian 
Tribe. In 1608, Capt. John Smith explored the creeks that 
feed into the Rappahannock River and recorded his meetings 
with the Rappahannocks, which gives us a written glimpse 
into the area and its people at that time. The general 
plantation site was referred to as "Menokin" by the 
Rappahannocks.  Francis Lightfoot Lee kept the name for his 
home. 
 
Menokin was built c. 1769 on the occasion of the marriage of 
Francis Lightfoot Lee and Rebecca Tayloe. Rebecca was the 
daughter of John Tayloe II, who built neighboring Mount 
Airy.  John Tayloe II gave the couple the large plantation on 
Cat Point Creek, and financed construction of the two-story 
stone Menokin and its dependencies. Soon after, Francis 
Lightfoot Lee joined the cause of American independence, 
serving in the Continental Congress from 1775 to 1779 and 
signing the Declaration of Independence (together with his 
brother Richard Henry Lee) and the Articles of 
Confederation.  Except the years between 1775 and 1779 
when Francis Lightfoot Lee’s term of service in the 
Continental Congress drew both him and Rebecca Tayloe 
Lee to Philadelphia, the couple lived at Menokin until they 
both died in 1797. 
 
During Francis Lightfoot Lee’s occupancy, a plantation 
wharf existed on the creek where crops could be loaded 
onto barges and transported to the Rappahannock River 
about 4 miles downstream.  Various crops were grown, 
including tobacco (tobacco rolling roads can still be seen 
leading to the landing), rye, barley, wheat and corn. 
  
At the time of his death in 1797, Francis Lightfoot Lee 
owned 48 slaves at Menokin. Through archaeological 
excavation, we know where the slave quarters were 
located on the plantation.  The slave quarters 
archaeological site shows an earth fast dwelling framed 
with simple wooden posts. This type of construction is 
commonly associated with slave quarters because it was an easy form of construction, 
and relatively inexpensive, as compared to more elaborate structures such as a main 
plantation house.  The site at Menokin also includes evidence of sub-floor storage pits 
(root cellars), which were extremely common at early domestic sites in the Chesapeake 

Aerial view of Menokin plantation 
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Menokin, 2007 

 

region, especially at sites believed to be the dwellings of enslaved African peoples.  
These root cellars were used not only to store and keep food, but often to hide personal 
objects that the enslaved occupants wanted to keep private. 
 
 
Francis and Rebecca Lee did not have children and 
Menokin reverted to the ownership of the Tayloes of 
Mount Airy. It was the home of John Tayloe Lomax , the 
first professor of law at the University of Virginia.  In 
1823, Menokin was sold to Benjamin Boughton, who then 
sold the property to Richard Harwood of Essex County in 
1836.  Harwood lived in the house with his family and 
farmed the land until his death in 1872, after which the 
property passed to the Belfield family and then to the 
Omohundro family.  By 1995, Menokin was owned by T. 
Edgar Omohundro and his sister, Dora Omohundro 
Ricciardi.  Upon Dora’s death, she willed her share to 
Edgar and on July 4, 1995, he gave the entire property to 
the Menokin Foundation.   
 
During the 1960s through the early 1990s, Menokin lay 
vacant and went into serious decline.  The house never 
burned, but slowly collapsed over three decades.   Today 
the northeast quadrant of the house still stands and 
approximately 80 percent of Menokin’s original materials 
have survived, including the interior woodwork.  In 1940, 
while the house and one outbuilding were still standing, the 
Historic American Buildings Survey produced detailed 
photography and comprehensive measured drawings of the 
property.  
 
In 1964, the original pen and ink presentation drawings for 
Menokin were discovered among some Tayloe family 
papers at Mount Airy. Four years later, as the house was in 
serious trouble of collapsing, the interior woodwork was 
removed by the Omohundro family and put into storage. 
The surprisingly intact woodwork is back at Menokin and 
can be viewed at the Foundation's King Conservation and 
Visitors Center. 
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Charles Grymes 
Gift to Francis and 

Rebecca Lee 
 

John Tayloe III 
1743 1778 1808 

Name Age Name Age Name Age 
Tom Man Will Old Abram 37   
Hary Man James  Jacob 21 
Paul Man Aaron  Motly 31 
George Man Ben  Peggy 28 
Harry Man �  Harry  Marilla 23 
Daniell Boy Will Younger Fanny 16 
Abraham Boy  �  Abraham  Rose 15  
Tom Boy Poress Old Lucky 20  
Charles Infant or 

Toddler 
Dinah  Old Judy 71 

Phillis Woman Cate Younger Girl 
Beck 

11 

Winey Woman�  Winny Old Boy 
Arter 

10 

Belender Woman Charles  John 3 
Rose Woman Sarah  Sarah 9 
Batte_y Woman Milly  James 6  
Janey Girl Eve  Simon 2 
Lattey Girl Venus  Aaron 31  
Kate Girl     �  Nan Cate Old   
  George  Jenny Infant 
  Criss    
 
 
 

Inventory of Slaves at Menokin 1743, 1778, 1808 
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Attachment B: Object 1 
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Attachment B: Object 2 
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Attachment B: Object 3  
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Attachment B: Object 4 
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Attachment B: Object 5                
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Attachment B: Object 6 
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Attachment B: Object 7 
                  

  



Lesson Plan: How to Read a Historic Object or Building 
The Menokin Foundation 
www.menokin.org;  menokin@menokin.org; 804/333-1776 
 

 12 

Attachment B: Object 8 
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Attachment B: Object 9 
 
Below: Photos taken in 1940      Below: Photos taken in 1968 
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Attachment B: Object 9 (continued) 
 

Below: Photos Taken in 2001     
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